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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 

A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson 
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the 
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives.  Also The Voice Of St. Matthews. 
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1955 

 

January 27, 1955 

May 27, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1955 

 August 18, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1955 

October 20, 1955 

September 1, 1955 

October 13, 1955 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   October 20, 1955 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   October 20, 1955 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   October 20, 1955 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   October 20, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1955 

 

October 27, 1955 

November 3, 1955 



December 22, 1955 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1955 

 
December 15, 1955 



Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/—- 
Photo courtesy of Ray Purdom, Ray would have been class of (61) but moved before graduation. 
 

St. Matthews Elementary  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    About 1955 

First row: 
Buddy Heil, Sharron Cooper, Diane Lamar, Lillian Barkla, 
Cheryl Kelly, Sandy Nichol, Henry Connor 
 
Second Row: 
Phyllis Mills, Marilou Smalley, Jane Wallenhaupt, 
 Judy Lovelace, Carol Hill, Doris Zibart, Rita Moon  
Last Row: 
Kenny Schuler, Billy Reese, me (Ray Purdom), John Case, Ron 
Stewart, 
Kirk Williams, John Bush, Don Beierle 
 
                                                  Mrs. Thomas, 7th Grade Teacher 
 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

 

February 9, 1956 

February 23, 1956 both 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

March 1, 1956 

February 23, 1956 

March 15, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

March 22, 1956 

March 22, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

 March 29, 1956 

September 20, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

November 8, 1956 

 
September 6, 1956 



November 22, 1956 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

November 8, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

December 27, 1956 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

Eleanor Koon, St. Matthews Elementary  
First Librarian, 1955—1976 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

January 17, 1957 

March 28, 1957 

 

April 11, 1957 

August 15, 1957 

March 28, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

August 29, 1957 

September 5, 1957 
September 5, 1957 

 
August 29, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

October 3, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

 
November 7, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

November 14, 1957 

December 26, 1957 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957/58 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957/58 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957/58 



Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/—- 
Photo courtesy of Ray Purdom:                                                  St. Matthews Elementary 
 

St. Matthews Elementary Glee Club being led by Mrs. West in the SMEL gym, 7th & 8th Grade. 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1950’s 



Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/—- 
Photo courtesy of Ray Purdom:                                                  St. Matthews Elementary 
 

St. Matthews Elementary Glee Club being led by Mrs. West in the SMEL gym, 7th & 8th Grade. 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1950’s 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    Late 1950’s 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1958 

February 6, 1958 

February 6, 1958 

February 13, 1958 

 

February 20, 1958 

February 27, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1958 

May 8, 
1958 

May 1, 1958 May 8, 1958 

March 27, 1958 

April 3, 1958 

May 29, 
1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1958 

October 16, 1958 

October 9, 1958 

September 4, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1958/1959 

November 13, 1958 

October 30, 1958 

December 11, 1958 



April 9, 1959 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1958/1959 

May 7, 1959 

February 19, 1959 

May 21, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1959 

May 7, 1959 

 November 12, 1959 



Courtesy Your Jefferson County Schools:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1960 

November 1960, 6th Grade, St. Matthews Elementary 

May 19, 1960, The Voice Of St. 
Matthews 

September 15, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1960 

September 22, 1960 

 

September 29, 1960 

October 27, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1960 

November 17, 1960 

December 15, 1960 

December 22, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1961 

February 2, 1961 

March 23, 1961 

April 20, 1961 

May 25, 1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1961 

October 5, 1961 

October 
19, 1961 

 June 8, 1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1962 

January 18, 1962 

January 18, 1962 

February 15, 1962 

February 22, 1962 

May 17, 1962 

May 17, 1962 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1962 

June 28, 1962 

September 20, 1962 

September 27, 1962 October 4, 1962 

September 13, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1963 

February 14, 1963 

March 21, 1963 

March 21, 1963 March 28, 1963 

May 9, 1963 

May 9, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1963 

October 3, 1963 

August 22, 1963 

December 12, 1963 

October 10, 1963 

 August 8, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1964 

February 6, 1964 

May 7, 1964 

September 24, 1964 

April 9, 1964 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1965 

September 23, 1965 

February 18, 1965 

June 3, 1965 

February 11, 1965 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1967 

May 11, 1967 

November 16, 1967 

May 18, 1967 

 

March 16, 1967 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1968 

November 14, 1968 
October 17, 1968 

 April 18 1968 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1968/1969 

May 8, 1969 

December 28, 1968 

 

November 4, 1969 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    June 18, 1970 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    June 18, 1970 

 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1984/85  

SACS—Interim Review, 1984—1985 
 

History 
 

St. Matthews Elementary School 
 

St. Matthews Elementary School, located at 601 Browns Lane in the eastern section of Jefferson Coun-
ty, shares a twenty acre site with Waggener High School. The school opened in the fall of 1955 during 
a period of rapid growth for Jefferson County Schools. The building which housed grades one through 
six was formally dedicated on October 20 of that year. At this dedication, Albert E. Bowen, member of 
the Jefferson County Board of Education, served as Master of Ceremonies, and Superintendent Rich-
ard VanHoose was the speaker. The pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, the Rev. Samuel P. Diehi, 
gave the invocation. 
 

The initial cost of the building, designed by Hartstern, Louis and Henry, was $486,299.00. Its original 
floor plan consisted of twenty— one classrooms, a music room, a visual aids room, library, cafeteria, 
and administrative offices. 
 

The school has undergone physical changes since its 1955 opening. Major changes include the addition 
of four classrooms, a counselor’s office, a small group instruction room, a textbook storage room, a 
science materials room, and expanded library and administrative facilities. 
 

St. Matthews was one of the first schools in Jefferson County to be accredited by the Southern Associ-
ation of Colleges and Schools.  In 1975 the St. Matthews Media Center received the Kentucky Media 
Award for that year. 
 

During its history, St. Matthews School has been under the direction of three principals. The late Rob-
ert Neill served from 1955—57 and then became Director of the Advance Program. John T. Norton, 
now retired, served from 1957—67. Christina Bowling, the present principal, assumed the position in 
1967. 
 

The school’s enrollment is 397 which includes regular program grades K-5, advance program grades 2
-5, and one special education class.  The local school district includes the former Skryock district, parts 
of the former Kennedy and Greathouse districts, and is clustered with Coleridge-Taylor for desecra-
tion.   

St. Matthews Elementary 
and Waggener High today. 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          Our Memories—only a few pages  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955—2005  

 

 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          Our Memories—only a few pages  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955—2005  

 

 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:          Our Memories—only a few pages  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955—2005  

 

 



Courtesy http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/Schools/Elementary/StMatthews.html 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    Today  

         St. Matthews Elementary 
School Profile 
 

The staff at St. Matthews Elementary is committed to 
providing a challenging and engaging learning environ-
ment where every student will acquire the fundamental 
academic and life skills necessary for success in the 
classroom, workplace, and academic standards. To ful-
fill this mission, our school offers an outstanding in-
structional program which includes the following com-
ponents. The Primary Program encompasses the first 
four years of students’ education where they will re-
ceive instruction at their own academic level. The Pri-
mary Talent Pool serves students who demonstrate ex-
ceptional academic talents. The Advance Program 
serves students who demonstrate exceptional academic 
talents. The Advance Program serves students in the fourth and fifth grade who are formally identified 
and participate in an enriched curriculum. The Intermediate Program encompasses fourth and fifth 
grades. All students receive French instruction. Extended School Services serve students who need ad-
ditional academic support. The Exceptional Child Education Program serves students who have special 
needs in the area of learning disabilities, behavior, and other exceptionalities. Since the CATS Testing 
System has begun, St. Matthews has always exceeded its goals and has been a school in rewards (nine 
years). St. Matthews Elementary has created a safe and nurturing environment coupled with high aca-
demic expectations. We provide meaningful opportunities for parental involvement through SBDM, 
PTA, and the classroom. St. Matthews offers a variety of extracurricular activities including the Accel-
erated Reader Program, Student Technology Leadership Program, daily morning telecast broadcast 
from our WSTM TV Studio, band, orchestra, Safety Patrol, Academic Teams, Mayors Cup, Creative 
Problem Solving Team, Spelling Bee, Student Council, Young Authors, Creative Movement Program, 
Drama, and Peer Mediation. Additional extracurricular activities are the Chess Club, basketball team, 
cheerleading squad, Mad Science Club, and Young Rembrandts Art Club. Our Family Resource Youth 
Services Center (FRYSC), the STEPS Center, offers after school classes ranging from reading assis-
tance to manners for a successful life. 
 
Courtesy Al Ring: 
 



Courtesy Al Ring: 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    May 2008 

  



Waggener High School Alumni Comments:                        St. Matthews Elementary School  

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:     

You have hit a nerve with the idea of a SMEL reunion! What a great idea for a sub-group. I remember too, feeling a bit left 
out of the 'High School', relegated to the grade school. Also, I remember that the field we walked across for PE or Home Ec 
or Shop got a bit muddy at inopportune times. Until now I was content to read the emails and vicariously watch over the 
shoulders of you others who are active communicators. Although my husband and I live in Southern California, I have been 
back to Louisville many times in the past year and a half due to family illness and my Mom's passing. I am looking forward 
with great eagerness to a trip simply for pleasure. If anyone wants to share the list of the Greathouse kids' addresses, I will 
be glad to help promote the SMEL reunion.  
 
Betty, And when we got to go to Waggener in the 7th and 8th grades, it was  actually St. Matthews Elementary!  Remember 
we had CORE in the morning at the elementary school and ate lunch there, then walked across the 
field to Waggener for phys. ed, shop, and home ec in the afternoon. Used a classroom with brown paper on the windows for 
our phys. ed. dressing room at the elementary school.  I later learned, from someone posting here back in 2001 before the 
reunion, that those of us at St. Matthews Elementary were there because we lived close enough to walk there.  Others were 
actually at Waggener in 7th and 8th grade all day.      Bill  '61 
 
I think Ray is right about the walkers going to St. Matthews Elementary. I'm guessing they didn't want so many buses there 
because of all the little kids running around.  I'm wondering if Mrs. Thomas is the blonde, easy-going, a looker, very, very 
young teacher I recall who would actually kid around with us a little bit.  I remember her very well, but not her name. 
  
That's interesting, Sharon, that you all were not aware of our group across the field.  There were four classes of us, as I re-
call, bunched down at the end of a corridor to segregate us somewhat from the little ones, though we did eat in their cafete-
ria. I guess we could be thought of as the Waggener Jr. High annex.    Bill  '61 
 
As a class of 62-er I started 7th grade at Waggener -- thought all 7th graders in the area went to WHS - did any of the class 
of 62 go to SMEL - or were we all at Waggener by then?         Fidele '62  
 
I think by then the new addition had been completed at Waggener and space was no longer a problem.    Ray  
 
Hey Annie..have question! Do you remember a girl from Waggener...Scheri Bennett..she was in Kadee, Gamma Zeta, Phi 
Beta and Fi social clubs. No one seems to remember her. we were great friends 5-7 grade, she lived on Wallace Ave. would 
love to get info on her, anyone else out there help!!!!!!! love betty '61 Howie Hatton was her main squeeze back then! 
Scheri Bennett was still in St. Matthews in 8th grade. She was in my 8th grade class at St. Matthews Elementary (Miss Vi 
cent was our teacher). I also think she started Waggener in 9th grade. I'd have to check but I think her picture is in that year-
book. But after that her family must have moved away. It would be interesting to know what happened to her.   Gordon '61 
 
My family lived on Alton Road, the part west of Browns Lane, between Browns and Breckinridge Lane. I guess a test of 
your theory would be Ann Riley and Jim and Tom Pope, who lived on Alton Road east of Browns Lane. If they went to the 
real Waggener in 7th and 8th grades, you might be correct.  I don't recall if they were at the St. Matthews Elementary annex 
or not. 
  
Some of the names I do remember at the annex are Gordon Finley, Ray Purdom, Suzanne Snyder, John Case, and Joel 
McGill, but there must have been 75 or 100 of us to fill four classrooms, and my memory is just not very good. Henry Con-
nor lived so near Gordon, he must have been there too.  Others I remember living on my part of Alton Road were Betty 
Casey, John Bush, Henry Mashburn, Carol Curry, and Wally Oyler. 
  
I have four Waggener yearbooks -- 1958 through 1961, my freshman through senior years. Were there Waggener year-
books earlier than that?  If there were yearbooks for 1956 and 1957, those would have been my 7th and 8th grade years. 
Wonder if those at the real Waggener for those years are in those yearbooks and we at the annex are not.    Bill  '61 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


